
Physician Compensation for  
Infectious Diseases Specialists  
Lower than Most Specialists

The COVID-19 pandemic highlighted the importance of a strong, robust infectious diseases (ID) 
workforce to respond to public health emergencies. 

What Congress Can Do
Relieve medical student  
debt by enacting and 
funding legislation such as the 
Bio-preparedness Workforce 
Pilot Program included in the 
PREVENT Pandemics Act 
to provide loan repayment to health care 
professionals with expertise in infectious 
diseases and emergency preparedness. 

Nearly 80% of U.S. counties 
do not have a single 
physician who specializes  
in infectious diseases.

ValueOfID.org

The average medical student 
carries more than $241,000  
in educational debt. 

Plastic Surgery $576K
Orthopedics $557K

Cardiology $490K
Otolaryngology $469K

Urology $461K
Gastroenterology $453K

Dermatology $438K
Radiology $437K

Ophthalmology $417K
Oncology $411K

Anesthesiology $405K
Surgery, General $402K

Emergency Medicine $373K
Critical Care $369K

Pulmonary Medicine $353K
Ob/Gyn $336K

Pathology $334K
Nephrology $329K

Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation $322K
Neurology $301K

Allergy & Immunology $298K
Rheumatology $289K

Psychiatry $287K
Internal Medicine $264K

Diabetes & Endocrinology $257K
Family Medicine $255K

Pediatrics $244K
Public Health & Preventive Medicine $243K

Source: Medscape Physician Compensation Report 2022

Infectious Diseases $260K

ID Physician Compensation Comparison

https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/full/10.7326/M20-2684
http://ValueOfID.org


What Health  
Systems Can Do
Ensure adequate 
compensation for ID experts 
to reflect their contributions 
and value so they can continue leading 
America out of the pandemic, respond to 
emergent outbreaks and help the nation 
prepare for the next crisis.

ValueOfID.org
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